Minutes of the meeting of the All-Party Parliamentary Group 
on Safeguarding in Faith Communities
14 April 2026, 14.00-15.30, Room C, 1 Parliament Street

Present:
Parliament
Ruth Jones MP – Co-Chair 
Bishop Joanne Grenfell – Co-Chair
Sam Carling MP, Labour – Officer
Baroness Elizabeth Berridge, Conservative
Julia Buckley MP, Labour
Baroness Nuala O’Loan, Crossbench
Speakers
Cathy Taylor, Acting Head of Partnerships – DBS
Peter Wright, representing APPG Secretariat – Thirtyone:eight
Secretariat (Thirtyone:eight)
Karen Eakins, Head of Safeguarding
Barbara Ball, Head of Disclosures & Training
Peter Wharrad, Chair of Trustees
Jackie Mills, Executive Assistant (Note taker)
1. Chair’s welcome
Ruth welcomed everyone to the APPG and AGM and invited everyone to introduce themselves.  
2. AGM
The following were confirmed as Officers for the coming year
Ruth Jones -  Co-Chair
Bishop Joanne Grenfell – Co-Chair (recently appointed)
Sam Carling MP
Lord Stewart of Dirleton KC
Income and expenditure statement – no income has been received from any organisation, political or otherwise, including from overseas.  Benefit in Kind in the form of time provided by the Secretariat in the organising and running of the APPG has been disclosed on the Income and Expenditure statement and submitted to Parliament.  
3. Speaker – Cathy Taylor, Disclosure & Barring Service (DBS)
Cathy shared a presentation about the remit and work of the DBS, who are there to protect the public through the undertaking of DBS checks within England and Wales.  
The DBS have found that both their role, or the legal duty to refer, are not understood; therefore,  regional outreach advisers support organisations to improve understanding.
Ruth thanked Cathy for her presentation, which she was happy to have circulated with the minutes.
4. Inquiry into Regulated Activity
Peter shared a presentation explaining the reason for setting up this Inquiry, its purpose and hoped for outcomes.
The Inquiry will invite contributions from faith organisations and safeguarding professionals.  A questionnaire is due to be circulated shortly, and all were asked to share this as widely as possible within their networks to obtain as broad a response as possible.
The scope has been restricted to cover children in order to ensure the desired outcome is achieved.
A number of comments were captured from the floor which will be fed into the questionnaire and circulated to members for feedback.
Alongside the results from the questionnaire, other information will be reviewed where it is relevant and available.
5. Update from Delegation to the Vatican
This visit had been a great experience and opportunity, focussing on the areas of safeguarding and disability.  Baroness Sheila Hollins shared a report on disabilities.
There were many opportunities to ask questions about how the Vatican works and what has changed.
One discussion was around the mandatory reporting duty and what this means for Catholic priests in the UK with the seal of the confessional.  It was acknowledged that this area is very complex, but that priests will do everything they possibly can to ensure that abuse is appropriately reported.  
The reports shared with members will be circulated with the minutes.
6. Update on Crime & Policing Bill
Of the three amendments being sought, one has been accepted which is the inclusion of religious leaders under the duty. 
Sam will continue pursuing the other two areas and he was thanked for his work on this.
Once the guidance comes through from the Bill, there should be clarification over different areas.
7. Closing remarks
The Inquiry into RA was formally launched and all were asked to share details around their networks.
Bishop Joanne closed by expressing pleasure at being part of the APPG and launching this Inquiry.
Thanks were noted to Peter and those from the Secretariat.
