Clauses to consider in a contract with an offender

Here are some examples of sorts of clauses you may need to consider when drawing up a contract or agreement with an offender. This is not an exhaustive list and you should always take into account in the particular circumstances of the individual and the organisation involved.
Boundaries
· I will never allow myself to be in a situation where I am alone with children, young people or vulnerable adults
· I will attend meetings and activities as directed by the leadership
· I will sit where directed at activities (e.g. religious meetings, social gatherings) and will not place myself near children, young people and vulnerable adults
· I will not enter certain parts of the building designated by the leadership, nor any area where activities for children, young people and vulnerable adults are in progress
· I will decline invitations of hospitality where there are children, young people or vulnerable adults in the home
· I accept that "x" and "y" will sit with me during activities (e.g. religious meetings, social gatherings) and accompany me when I need to use other facilities. They will know I am a sex offender.
· I accept there are certain people who will need to be told of my circumstances in order for them to protect the children, young people or adults at risk for whom they care
· I accept that contact will need to be made with my probation officer, who will meet with leaders as and when necessary (where appropriate)
· I accept that "z" will provide me with pastoral care.
· I understand that if I do not keep to these conditions, I may be barred from attending activities. In such circumstances the leadership may choose to inform the statutory agencies (e.g. police, probation, Adult Services, Children’s Social Services), and any other relevant organisations, as well as members of the faith community or organisation.
· I understand that any other concerns will be taken seriously and reported
· I understand that this contract will be reviewed regularly every ______ months and will remain for an indefinite period
Pastoral care
As well as outlining the boundaries a sex offender would be expected to keep, it is also helpful to outline the types of pastoral care and support you are able to offer.
‘X’ and ‘Y’ and ‘Z’ have agreed to provide you with pastoral care and support; as part of that undertaking, they and the leadership of the organisation agree to:
· Support you in finding suitable employment opportunity which will not bring you into contact with children or vulnerable adults.
· Support you in seeking any specialist help e.g. attendance on any Sex Offender Treatment Programmes, drug or alcohol or psychiatric rehabilitation or any counselling appointments.
· Liaise with any previous Places of Worship you have attended, with the Prison Chaplaincy Team, or any other organisation you have worked with prior to joining us.
· Work closely as a place of worship / organisation with any statutory authorities with responsibility for you, such as your probation officer, police public protection team or children’s social services, cooperating with them in helping and supporting you.
· Where appropriate, ask for any risk assessment in order to determine how best we can meet your needs while protecting children and vulnerable adults.
· Attempt to meet any practical needs you may have, including assisting with options for accommodation.
· Support you in joining Circles of Support or any other similar programme.
· Provide pastoral care and support to anyone with whom you are living with. We recognise that partners of know sex offenders need pastoral care, and ‘space’ to share without judgement.
· Be there for you and will support you.
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